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Australia’s largest TBM
(Tunnel boring machine)

launches.

The largest TBM in the southem
hemisphere has started digging West
Gate Tunnel Project. This project is a
city-shaping project in Melbourne that
will deliver a vital alternative to the West
Gate Bridge, provide quicker and safer
journeys, and remove thousands of
trucks off residential streets.
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This Victorian Govemments project will
be built by construction contractors
CPB Contractors and John Holland
joint venture. The massive 15.6m
diameter Hemrenknecht TBM, named
Bella was launched in March 2022, and
it will travel for 18 months, excavating
the 4km outbound tunnel that will meet
up the West Gate Freeway in Altona
North. A second Hermrenknecht 15.6m
diameter TBM, named Vida was
launched in April 2022. Vida's journey
will take 12 months, with the tunnel
meeting up with the West Gate
Freeway just west of Williamstown road.
Our Entrance seal for TBM launch
“RIPP type-A” were used at the both
TBM launching portal and the sealing
performance were good.
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